@mathias@gruene.social @presroi Thu Dec 08 12:38:06 +0000 2022
This is going to be a long m but I think it will be worth your time.

Background story: One of the hardest problem in copyright law is actually determining whether a work is in the public
domain or not. Many countries have exceptions, sometimes really complex ones.

For example, in the French context, it is relevant to know whether the author fell during wartime on the French side. Many

great minds at Europeana tried to come up with flow charts to answer the public domain question for many EU/EFTA
countries. The result is gorgeous.

You can access a version of the flow charts online.
https://pro.europeana.eu/files/Europeana_Professional/IPR/IPR%20images/Public%20Domain%20Calculator%20Poster.

| used to have a DIN AO poster hanging in my Parliament office in Berlin and it always spiked the interest of visitors
coming by. https://t.co/V8m8ZV4JLS


https://twitter.com/presroi
https://twitter.com/i/web/status/1600832087342215168
https://pro.europeana.eu/files/Europeana_Professional/IPR/IPR%20images/Public%20Domain%20Calculator%20Poster.pdf
https://t.co/V8m8ZV4JLS
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So it is only natural that | gave this task to because, why not.


https://twitter.com/hashtag/chatGPT?src=hash

Prompt: Write an html page with embedded javascript that will ask a user all the required information to determine if a

work is in the public domain

The GPT output is awesome, yet there is a very funny aspect to it (which is openly stated in the comment below the

HTML/js text): It didn't do the calculation part

// TODO: Implement the algorithm to calculate whether a work is in the public domain https://t.co/gU3gOyXAwr

H Write an html page with embedded javascript that will ask a user all the required
information to determine if a work is in the public domain

Here is an example of an HTML page with embedded JavaScript that will ask a user for al

the necessary information te determine if a work is in the public domain:

] Copy code

«titlesPublic Domain Calculotore/titles
</heads
<body>
<hl=Public Domain Calculator</hls
<forms
<label »>Title:</label><br>
<input = - »<hrs
=huthor:</label><br>
= = »<hrs
»Year of Publication:</labels=<br>
= = =<hrs
>Type of Work:</label=<br>
= kS
»Book</options
sArticle</options
>Artwol ptioms
<option »Song</options

<option

<option

<option >Film</options
<option = #Other</options

<scripts
form = 7 ¢ p 1
form. { event == {
event. (9 H
title = form.elements[ J.value;
author = form. elements [ ] .value;
year = form.elements[ ]-value;

type = form.elements[ ].value;

isPublicDomoin = (title, outhor,

year, type);

{title, author, year, type) {

}
=scripts
</ bodys
</html>

The “calculatePublicDomain’ function is where the actual calculation of whether a work
i in the public demain would be implemented. There are many factors that can affect
whether a work is in the public domain, such as the year it was published, the country it

was published in, and the type of work it is. The exact details of how to determine whether

a work is in the public domain can vary depending on the specific circumstances, so it is

important to consult the relevant laws and regulations in your jurisdiction before

implementing this function
Try again

The resulting HTML is fully functional in the sense that it accepts input but
https://it.co/jTfluz8Vul

calculation is done whatsoever.


https://t.co/gU3gOyXAwr
https://t.co/jTfIuz8Vul

C (- Datei | /Users/mathias/Desktop/pdcale.html

Public Domain Calculator

Title:

Author:

Year of Publication:

Type of Work:

| Submit |

So | asked chatGPT to expand on that. It complied. In a second prompt, | asked it to account for different jurisdictions
(which I misspelled but chatGPT didn't bother) https://t.co/6Z5DpxPVD8

o Thank you. Could you work a bit on the function calculatePublicDomain to make some
progress here?

Sure, here is an example implementation of the "calculatePublicDomain” function:

] Copy cade

(title, author, vear, 34

This implementaticn uses some general rules that are based on the copyright laws in the
United States, but it is important to note that these rules can vary depending on the
jurisdiction and the spacific circumstances. Therefore, this function should only be used
as a starting point, and should be adjusted based on the specific laws and regulations that
apply in your jurisdiction. For example, you might need to take into account the author's
date of death to determine whether a work is in the public domain, or you might need to
use a different cut-off date for works published before 1923, Additionally, this function
only covers a few of the many different types of works that can be protected by copyright,
so you may need to add additicnal cases for other types of works.


https://t.co/6Z5DpxPVD8

E Awesome. Please expand this work to account for various jurisdicitons.

Here is an example of an expanded implementation of the

latePublicDomain

function that takes into account the jurisdiction where the work was published:

() Copycade

(title, author, wyear, 5 jurisdictien) {

&k jurisdiction === Y {

({type = 1
L& jurisdiction

(Ctype === 1
jurisdiction === 3 1{

(year <

5& jurisdiction === 3 {

& jurisdiction == 2 {

This implementation includes additional cases for the United States, Canada, and the
United Kingdom, but it is important to note that the specific rules for determining whethe
a work is in the public domain can vary depending on the jurisdiction. Therefore, this

function should only be used as a starting point, and should be adjusted based on the

specific laws and regulations that apply in the jurisdiction where the work was published.
For example, you might need to take into account the author's date of death to determine
whether a work is in the public domain, or you might need to use different cut-off dates
fior works published before 1923, 1950, or 1945 in different jurisdictions. Additionally, this
function only covers a few of the many different types of works that can be protected by
copyright, o you may need to add additional cases for other types of werks and
jurisdictions.

since the javascript function added another parameter, | asked chatGPT to make modifications to the other parts of the
page to account for that change. Note that |

didn't give a direct task but just made an observation.
https://t.co/fdEKyHUQME


https://t.co/fdEkyHuQmE

H ah, | see that you added ancther parameter to the function. Does this change the other
parts of the HTML page?

Yes, the “colculotefubliclomcin” function now takes an additional parameter for the
urisdiction where the wark was published, so this parameter needs to be passed to the
function when it is called. Here is an example of how the HTML page could be updated o

nclude this parameder

=hlx=Fublic Domain Coloulotor</hils
«forms
«label »Title: «/labelx<hrs
«imput - nahrs
«label » lobe L=
«imput -
«labal
«input
«label -
wselect o= -
«option
soption
soption
soption
soption
soption siitheroptio

=lurisdiction: < labelxd
«option slinited ftates<fopti
«option
soption »lnited Kingdo
soption =fther< opt

</ form

escripts
{ ¥
. event = {

title = form.elenents[ 1.value;
outhor = form.elements[ J-wolue;
year = form.elements[ ] .-value;
type = form.elenents[ ] .value;
jurisdiction = form. elements[

isPublichonoin = {title, author,
yeor, type, jurisdiction);

1

{title, outhor, wear, type,
jurisdictian

Ek jurisdiction === 14

At this point, the HTML output became too long for one reply and chatGPT had no problem continuing when asked about
this. https://t.co/6Mhcjkj88w


https://t.co/6Mhcjkj88w

H the last output just ended mid-sentence. Can you firish fram thare?

Sure, here is the rest of the sentence that was cut off in the previous response
[ Copycoda

J— il } &k year «

E& jurisdiction s==

E& jurisdiction

Ed Jurisdiction s== ¥ {

This implementaticn includes additional cases for the United States, Canada, and the

United Kingdaom, but it is impartant to note that the specific ru detesmining whether

a work &= in the publc domain can vary depending on the jurisdi Thezrefare, this

function should enly be used as a starbing poing, and showld be adusted based on the

specific laws ard regulators that apply in the junsdiction where the work was published

For example, you might reed to take into account the author's date of death to determine

ent cut-off dates

whether a wark is in the public domain, ar you might reed to

for warks published before 1923, 1960, ar 1845 in déferent purisdictions. Additiorally, this
function only cowers a few of the many different types of warks that can be protected by
copyright, so you may need to add add®icnal cases for other types of works ard

Urisaictions

a bit of praise, nothing to see here. https://t.co/bOMvSM8wc4

H rzally like the dizclaimers that vou provided. It i somehiow reasswuning o sea that you
apenly state the limitations of your answer. Well done!

Thank you, I'mi glad you foured my disclaimers helpful. A= a large language model ©

by Opendl, my goal is to prowide accurate and helpful mfarmatic

ta users, but | am nat

abde to browse the web or access up-to-date information, so my respanses are imited to
the knowledge that | have been trained on. | abeays try to include relevant disclamers and

CaveNIs IO make It Clear when my aNSWers may e bim ted or aut of date.

At this point, | asked chatGPT to polish up the interface a bit, because why not: https://t.co/OtVtcnbHfh


https://t.co/bOMvSM8wc4
https://t.co/OtVtcnbHfh

howgh: Cowld wou make the html farm a bit mare elegant
3

H One ques

functions and the =i

Sure, here is an exampée of how the HTML page could be updated ko use a mare elegant

foem byt

lobel, select, imput
)
w'styles
hed=
<hodiys
«hl=Public Domain Caloulotor</hls
«farms
«Label »Tithe: < label=
«imput -

“imput
cLabel

=mEtion
smption

«option inited States
«mption »Lanada«
«option

</ forms

“sCripts
const form = document.querySelector(" forn
form. oddEventlistener " submit', event =:
event . preventDe foul i3

title = formoelements["title'] walue;
outhor = form. elements [ outhor®] _volwe;
year = forn. elements["yeor'] volue;
type = form. elements["type’] value;
jurisdiction = form. elements[' jurisdict

¢ {alculate whether the work is in the public domoin
using the provided information
const isPubliclongin = calculotePublicOomoin(title, outhor,
Jjurisdiction);

f Shom o messoge to the user indicoting shether the work is

in the public domai
olert] The mork “${title}” isj{isPublicbomain ¥ *' : * not'}

in the public domoin.

I H

function coloulotePublichomoin{title, outhor, year, type,

jurisdiction] {
F Check if the wmork wmos published before 1923 which is the
f cut-of f dote for works to be in the public domoinm in the

United Stotes
if (yeor « 1923 Jurisdiction == *

return true;

Check if the mork is o book, arti , or artsork ond wos
published
/ before 1964 ond the outhor hos been dead for gt least 7@
years in the US
if ypE == ' book




H go on, pleass

Eure, here is the rest of the response:

[ Copy coda

—_— 1 1 Ak year <
BA jurisdiction ===

@ — 1l
jurisdiction me= bR

}

B jurisdiction ===

B jurisdiction ===

This implementation includes additional cas:

United Kingdom, but it is impartant b specific rules for detesmining whether

a work s in the public domain can vary depending on t

1. Thenefare, this
function should cnly be used as a starting poing, and should be adpusted based on the

specific laws ard regulations that apply in the junisdiction where the work was published

For axamphe, you might reed to take irto accoun
whether a wark is in the public domain, ar you mi

for warks published before 1923, 1950, ar 1245 in different prisdictions. Additionally, this

function ondy cowers a few of the many different of warks

i b pratected by

pu may need to add add®icnal cases for other ty of works and

urisdictions

and here we are.

| am repeating the disclaimers by chatGPT here: This is not a problem solved, by a long shot. You could never use this
tool to make a determination on the PD status of a work. But it was nevertheless a - for lack of better words - magical
experience. https://t.co/lkzYMKUqgXJ

Public Domain Calculator

Title:

Author;

Year of Publication:

Type of Work:

[ Book v|
Jurisdiction:

[ United States v|

| Submit |

If the only thing that chatGPT does is to provide people to create semi-nonfunctional user Interfaces to test drive ideas,
this whole thing would have been worth it. https://t.co/aCRrSkBSwO


https://t.co/kzYMKUqgXJ
https://t.co/aCRrSkBSwO

Public Domain Calculator

Title:

Ye olde random booketh

Author:
Some Dude
Year of Publication:
1900
Type of Work:
Book v
Jurisdiction:
United States v

The work "Ye olde random booketh " is in the public domain.

Public Domain Calculator

Title:

Ye young random booketh

Author:
Some Dude
Year of Publication:
2000
Type of Work:
Book v
Jurisdiction:
United States ~

The work "Ye young random booketh " is not in the public domain.



